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Don Bosco Catholic High School Graduation Requirements 
*Graduating class of 2016 and beyond must complete semester courses of: 21st 

Century Skills, Computer Skills, Health, and Economics 

* It is the ultimate responsibility of the student to ensure he/she meets graduation requirements. 
** If required classes are being taken in middle school, students will take more advanced courses in high school to 
meet requirements. Taking advanced levels of required courses such as Concurrent Enrollment/PSEO and Advanced 
Placement also earn you credit. Students will not receive credit toward graduation requirements for courses taken in 
Middle School. 

SUBJECT CREDI
TS

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

ENGLISH 9 2.0 ENG 9 
2.0 ENG 10 
2.0 ENG 11 
2.0 ENG ELECTIVE 
(World Literature and/or Contemporary Literature) 
1.0 SPEECH

THEOLOGY 8 2.0 THEO I 
2.0 THEO II 
2.0 THEO III 
2.0 THEO IV 
(*Honors Theology will be offered in Fall semester to 
Seniors)

MATH 6 2.0 ALGEBRA I OR EQUIVALENT 
(6.0 Math credits required for graduation must include Alg. 1 or 
equivalent)

SCIENCE 6 2.0 PHYSICAL SCIENCE 
2.0 BIOLOGY I 
2.0 SCIENCE ELECTIVE

SOCIAL STUDIES 6 2.0 WORLD HISTORY 
2.0 U.S. HISTORY 
1.0 GOVERNMENT 
1.0 ECONOMICS

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION

4 4.0 PE/STRENGTH & CONDITIONING 
*1 Semester = .5 Credit

HEALTH 1 HEALTH – 1 SEMESTER

BUSINESS 
EDUCATION & 
TECHNOLOGY

1 .5 - KEYBOARDING/COMPUTER 
SKILLS 
.5 - 21ST CENTURY SKILLS 
1.0 Personal Finance 41 

Total*
*1 Semester = 1 credit
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DBCHS GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST 
41 required credits and 11 elective credits to graduate. 

*Graduating class of 2016 and beyond must complete semester courses of: 21st 
Century Skills, Computer Skills, Health, and Economics 

o English 9 (1st Semester) 
o English 9 (2nd Semester) 
o English 10 (1st Semester) 
o English 10 (2nd Semester) 
o English 11 (1st Semester) 
o English 11 (2nd Semester) 
o Speech (1 Semester) 
o Senior English Elective 
o 1st Semester    
o 2nd Semester    

o Algebra I (1st Semester) 
o Algebra II (2nd Semester) 
o Math    
o Math    
o Math    
o Math    

o Theology I (1st Semester) 
o Theology I (2nd Semester) 
o Theology II (1st Semester) 
o Theology II (2nd Semester) 
o Theology III (1st Semester) 
o Theology III (2nd Semester) 
o Theology IV (1st Semester 
o Theology IV (2nd Semester) 
o Honors Theology (1st Semester) 

o Biology I (1st Semester) 
o Biology I (2nd Semester) 
o Physical Science (1st Semester) 
o Physical Science (2nd Semester) 
o Science    
o Science   

o 21st Century Skills (.5 Sem.) 
o Keyboarding/Computer Skills 

(.5 semester) 

o World History (1st Semester) 
o World History (2nd Semester) 
o U.S. History (1st Semester) 
o U.S. History (2nd Semester) 
o American Government (1 Sem.) 
o Economics (1 Sem.) 

o P.E. (1st Semester) 
o P.E. (2nd Semester) 
o P.E. (1st Semester) 
o P.E. (2nd Semester) 
o P.E. (1st Semester) 
o P.E. (2nd Semester) 
o P.E. (1st Semester) 
o P.E. (2nd Semester) 
o Health (1 Semester) 
o Strength and Conditioning (1st 

Semester) 
o Strength and Conditioning (2nd 

Semester) 

o Electives 
o  

 _ o 
 
 _ o 
 
 _ o 
 
 _ o 
 
 _ o 
 
 _ o 
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SCHEDULING INFORMATION: 

Planning schedules: Course offerings, staff assignments and the master schedule for the following 
school year are determined by the students’ initial course requests. Based on those requests some 
courses may not be offered in the “final” master schedule. Four-year academic plans are created in 8th 
grade that incorporate appropriate course selection for students’ future college and/or career decisions. 
In addition to core requirements identified in the plan, electives are a student’s area of interest. The four-
year plans are reviewed annually throughout high school. 

Course Selection: It is important that all students and parents understand that course selection is 
important and the necessary time should be given to this process. Students are encouraged to meet with 
their academic teachers and/or school counselor to obtain recommendations for courses to enroll in 
based on course content, and the student’s course history and ability. 

Students will be required to carry a minimum academic load of six (6) classes per semester plus 
Physical Education. The principal may allow a student to take less than a full load in special situations, 
e.g. second semester senior, student with health concern or special circumstance, etc. 

Schedule Changes: Student schedule changes must have the approval of the school counselor, the 
teacher(s) involved, the student and the student’s parents. Students will not be allowed to change a 
class time because they wish to be in a different class. Students will have ten school days to make 
schedule changes. 

Dropping a Course: With the approval of the administration and parents a student may drop a course 
prior to the tenth (10) school day of class in any semester. The dropped course will not affect the 
student’s grade point average (GPA). Should you drop a class after the tenth day of the semester, you 
will lose credit for the class and receive a failing grade. 

TRANSCRIPT INFORMATION: 

High School courses completed prior to 9th grade: Students who have completed courses that meet 
the DBCHS curriculum benchmarks for high school level courses prior to 9 will be reflected on the high 
school transcript, and a letter grade will be given. The letter grade WILL be factored into the high 
school GPA.  

Course Retake / Credit Recovery: Students who fail a required course MUST retake that course 
unless the principal assigns another course in its place. As a general rule, students may not retake a 
course they have passed, unless the course has an exception, e.g. Strength and Conditioning. 
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Grade Point Average: Don Bosco Catholic High School operates on a non-weighted 4.0 grading scale. 
The grade point average (GPA) on a report card and transcript will include all courses taken. Only 
semester grades are used for calculating GPA. The GPA that is listed on Powerschool’s “Quick Lookup” 
screen is the GPA of that current quarter. In order to identify your cumulative (All years and semesters to 
date) GPA, you will need to download your transcript and it will be located in the lower right hand 
section. GPA Values are as follows: 

HONOR ROLL: The honor roll will be taken at the end of 1st Quarter, end of 1st Semester, the end of 
3rd Quarter and 2nd Semester (3rd quarter honor roll will only be based off of the grade point average 
accumulated in third quarter). 

High Honors: 3.5 - 4.0 Honors: 3.0-3.49 

GRADING 
SCALE: 
Grade

Percent Point
sA 95-100 4.0

A- 93-94 3.660
B+ 91-92 3.330
B 87-90 3.0
B- 85-86 2.660
C+ 83-84 2.330
C 79-82 2.0
C- 77-78 1.660
D+ 75-76 1.330
D 72-74 1.0
D- 70-71 .660
F <69 .0
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EARLY GRADUATION POLICY: The Bosco Catholic School System Board of Education 
will recognize a student as being qualified to graduate early when the following procedures are 
followed and completed: 

A formal request from the parents/guardians and student is presented to the Bosco System Board of 
Education through the Principal at a regular Board meeting no later than the end of the first semester of 
the junior year for graduation at the end of the first semester of the senior year. No early graduations 
before the first semester of the senior year. The request must include the reason why the student is 
requesting this consideration. The student and parents/guardians accept the following stipulations: 

a. The student has met all the graduation requirements by the taking of courses at Don Bosco 
Catholic High school or at a school from which they have transferred (if they have not been a 
student for all years at Don Bosco). 

b. Tuition is paid at a 60% rate of a regular year, if the student attends only one semester of the 
school year. 

c. All other obligations required of a student for graduation must be completed. 

d. The student may attend the Prom, Baccalaureate, and Graduation. He/She may not participate in 
school activities or be allowed to go on the senior class trip. 

e. Exceptions from the above conditions would be considered by the Board of Education when 
accompanied by a written recommendation by the faculty and administration. Approval for Early 
Graduation is granted by the Board of Education. Their decision is final. 
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THINKING ABOUT YOUR FUTURE 

ASSESSMENT PROGRAMS: Assessment is used to measure learning for individual students, for 
individual schools, and for the district as a whole. Scores on tests are very important. They indicate 
achievement levels and competence of students in a high school subject matter. Various assessments 
tests can include but are not limited to, MAP Testing, PSAT Testing, Iowa Assessments, Accuplacer. 

OPTIONAL TESTING: Through the Don Bosco Catholic High School Counseling office, students are 
encouraged to prepare for entry into post-secondary institutions by being proactive in planning for 
additional testing. Sophomores are highly encouraged to take the ACT Aspire test (Formerly known as 
ACT PLAN Test). Sophomores and juniors are encouraged to take the PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary 
Scholastic Achievement Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test). Taking the Aspire and PSAT 
during your Sophomore and Junior year will help significantly in identifying which college entrance 
exam is the best fit for you, either the ACT or SAT. 

The ACT (American College Test) and SAT (Scholastic Achievement Test) are optional tests, but are 
required by many colleges and universities for admission. While the vast majority of colleges will 
accept both tests, the ACT and SAT do differ slightly in what they offer. By taking the Aspire and 
PSAT, your scores can be deciphered by your School Counselor to help you choose which test may 
best fit you. Click here to see a comparison of the two tests. 

AP (ADVANCED PLACEMENT) COURSES/TESTING: Advanced Placement is a program 
of college-level courses and examinations available at the high school level. Many colleges and 
universities award AP College credits based on students’ scores on the national AP exams. AP 
examinations are given in May on a national test schedule. All students enrolled in Advanced 
Placement courses at the beginning of the second semester have the option of paying for and 
taking the Advanced Placement exam(s). Students who are not enrolled in AP courses may also 
pay to take the AP examinations. 

ONLINE AP COURSES: AP courses are available through the Iowa Online AP 
Academy. Interested students must meet with the school counselor and register for the class 
three weeks prior to the beginning of the semester they are taking the AP 
class.  Classes will be taken online and will require the use of a computer. 

Eligibility: Any accredited school in the state of Iowa is eligible to enroll students in any AP 
courses offered through the Iowa Online AP Academy given the following: 

1. The course is not currently offered through the school district 
2. The school district will provide a course mentor (a teacher employed by the 

school district and licensed through the state of Iowa in course content area) and 
site coordinator (typically a TAG teacher or school guidance counselor) for their 
Iowa Online AP Academy student(s). 

http://www.act.org/products/k-12-act-plan/
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/about.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/about.html
http://www.princetonreview.com/sat-act.aspx
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3. The school district will provide lab space and equipment for all AP science 
courses. 

4. The school will provide the needed technology and textbooks required for 
course completion. 

5. Students schedule the Iowa Online AP Academy class into part of their regular 
school day. 

6. The school will pay for the AP exam at the end of the school year. 
7. The school enrolls no more than 6 students per course 

For details on the descriptions and pre-requisites of classes please visit, https://
apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse Please come talk to your school counselor if 
you have an interest in taking one or more of these classes. 

AP Calculus 
AP Chemistry 
AP English Language and Composition 
AP English Literature and Composition 
AP Macroeconomics* 
AP Microeconomics* 
AP Psychology* 
AP Statistics 
AP U. S. Government and Politics* 
AP U.S. History 
*Denotes a one-semester course.  One-semester courses are available either semester. 
*All other courses are two semesters in length and start only in the fall term. 

For descriptions of these classes please visit their department course page found at the 
beginning of curriculum guide. 

There have been changes in PSEO Class Payment options and other college credit courses. Please be sure 
to see the counselor for complete information. 

Also, students taking any Iowa Online course will be required to pay for the courses if they are choosing 
the online course over the course being taught at school. The System will pay only if there is an 

unavoidable course conflict. 

POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT OPTIONS ACT: This act enables students in grades 11 & 12 
to enroll part time in nonsectarian courses in eligible postsecondary institutions of higher learning in 
Iowa if the student meets the institution’s criteria. These courses must not be available to the students in 
their public high school district. This act is designed to promote rigorous academic pursuits and provide 
a wider variety of options for students. It is not intended, nor will it be allowed, to circumvent the high 
school curriculum. 

For example, students who have already taken all advanced mathematics courses offered in their district, 
may elect to take an advanced calculus course. There is also the possibility that the student will be 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse
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eligible for tuition reimbursement. If you are interested in knowing more about this Enrollment Options 
Act, contact your school counselor. If you are interested in Dual Enrollment (no tuition reimbursement) 
also see your counselor. 
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Concurrent  Enrollment: The Concurrent enrollment program allows eligible high school 
students to expand their academic course offerings by taking college-level courses.  

Eligibility: Students are eligible if they meet the following criteria: 

In 11th and 12th and have not met graduation requirements or students in 9th or 10th 
grade that have been identified at talented and gifted. 

Meet Hawkeye’s course requirements for any course requiring prerequisites or placement 
scores. 

Concurrent courses cannot be “comparable” to courses offered in the school district or 
the school district in which the accredited nonpublic school the student attends is 
located. 

Credits: Students will earn both high school credit and college credit for PSEO courses taken. 
Each high school will determine the amount of high school credit awarded. Upon completion of 
a course, the course, course credits, and grade will be recorded on a student’s Hawkeye 
transcript. 

Costs: The school district pays $250 for the cost of tuition, textbooks, materials, and fees. 
Students may be responsible for the cost of transportation to and from class, field trips, and 
other out-of-class activities. 

Students who withdraw after the deadline or fail a course are required to reimburse their 
district $250 for the course and return the textbook and required materials. Students may have 
to reimburse Hawkeye for the textbook and required materials. 

How to Enroll: Students should: 
▪ Schedule required high school courses. 
▪ Meet with their school counselor to determine which college courses 

they could take 
▪ Attend Hawkeye registration at Don Bosco day fall/spring to register for 

concurrent class . 

Request the high school to send transcripts and ACT scores. Students who have not taken the ACT may 
take the ACCUPLACER assessment at Hawkeye. Students must meet Hawkeye's admission and 
course requirements as shown on the here 

*Please note, Don Bosco does not dictate which courses Concurrent courses are paid for. The 
courses taken may not replace DBHS required courses to fulfill graduation requirements. The 
most common scenarios are as follows: the student has exhausted the curriculum offerings in 
that discipline at Don Bosco, the student is seeking a course that we do not offer, or the student 
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has a scheduling conflict and the college version of the course will fulfill the Don Bosco 
requirement. 

Tips for Taking College-Level Courses in High School 

1. Before you take a college-level course, think about how it will affect your high school 
connections such as extra-curricular activities or a part-time job. You will want to have 
enough time for the course and the homework. 

2. The grades you receive for these courses will not only be a part of your high school 
transcript but your college transcript as well. 

3. Your high school and college academic calendars may be different. This means that even 
though you don't have to go to your high school classes, you may still have to go to your 
college classes. 

4. If you have to pay for some of the classes, make sure you know all of the costs (such as 
tuition, fees, books, and supplies) ahead of time. You don't want to get into the class and 
then realize you don't have enough money to cover the expenses. 

5. Make sure you set aside enough time for your college homework. You may get more than you 
are used to. 

Find out how your college credits will transfer into your major at your next college or university. 
For more information about taking college courses while in high school, contact your school 
counselor. Three common ways of earning college credit while in high school include, 
concurrent courses, post secondary education option courses and dual enrollment courses. 

**REMEMBER YOU ARE STARTING A COLLEGE TRANSCRIPT WHEN YOU TAKE 
THESE CLASSES 
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PREPARING FOR COLLEGE THROUGH HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES 

All four-year colleges and universities have designated course requirements for admission. 
Many schools expect students to have had four years of English, three years of Math (Algebra I, 
Geometry and Algebra II), three years of Science (many require two years of laboratory 
experience), three years of Social Studies, and two years of the same Foreign Language. Some 
schools with a two-year Foreign Language entrance requirement will allow you to meet an 
additional college exit requirement if you stay in the same Foreign Language all four years in 
high school. 

Expect some variations in entrance requirements among the thousands of colleges and 
universities. The sample chart on PG. 17 illustrates requirements for acceptance to our state 
universities. Please note that having taken all the requirements does not guarantee admission. In 
addition to the number of core courses taken, ACT or SAT, class rank, and GPA are also taken 
into consideration for admission to post-secondary institutions. 

Iowa’s Regent Universities use the Regent Admission Index described on PG. 16. It is the 
student/parent’s responsibility to provide the ACT, SAT, or other standardized testing scores to 
post-secondary institutions. Your counselor is an excellent resource in helping you obtain the 
requirements for any college of interest. NCAA approval for courses should be taken into 
consideration by students anticipating participation in intercollegiate athletics at an NCAA 
Division I or Division II institution in the future. 

YOUR FOUR-YEAR PLAN: 

Students are responsible for planning and keeping track of their academic record in high school. 
This is extremely important so the student will be able to complete required courses for 
graduation and will be able to keep a record of the number of credits taken and what credits lie 
in the balance. 

The following information is to assist you in the development of your high school program. 
Ninth and tenth graders may wish to project their course of studies for the next several years. 
Eleventh and twelfth graders may want to record classes already taken so that they may 
determine prior to registration which courses and how many credits are needed for graduation. 

As you plan your course of studies over the next four years, consult your teachers, school 
counselor and parents. Check the Graduation Requirements in this course planner to make 
certain you are arranging all of the necessary credits and courses. The 21st Century Skills 
requirement may be met anytime during grades 9 – 12. We advise beginning this course early in 
your high school career. 

Parents are encouraged to call their student’s school counselor for concerns or questions about 
course selections. 
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COURSE & CREDIT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR COLLEGE ENTRANCE: 

ENGLISH: 8 Credits / 4 Years 

MATH: 6 Credits / 3 Years 
To include 2 years of Algebra and 1 year of Geometry 
*Engineering students highly advised to take 4 years 

SCIENCE: 6 Credits / 3 Years 
To include 2 full years of two of the following: Biology, Chemistry, Physics. 

SOCIAL STUDIES: 6 Credits / 3 Years 

WORLD LANGUAGE:  4 Credits / 2 

Years 

This should be a MINIMUM, all of same language. 

Student athletes that have ambitions to play at the NCAA Division I or II level should set up an 
appointment to meet with the school counselor to discuss their strategy to clearing requirements 
from the NCAA. For more on this, please see PG. 18. 
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DON BOSCO HIGH SCHOOL FOUR-YEAR PLAN 

FRESHMEN YEAR (9TH GRADE): 

Options - Math: Pre-Algebra, Algebra I, Geometry 
Electives: See Course Planner for Electives 

SOPHOMORE YEAR (10TH GRADE): 

Options - Math: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II 
Electives: See Course Planner for Electives 

1st Semester 2nd Semester

Theology: Theology I Theology: Theology I

English: English 9 English: English 9

Math: Math:

Science: Biology Science: Biology

Social Studies: World History Social Studies: World History

P.E/Health.: *Physical Education P.E/Health.: *Physical Education

Elective: Keyboarding/Computer Skills Elective:

Elective: Elective:

1st Semester 2nd Semester

Theology: Theology II Theology: Theology II

English: English 10 English: English 10

Math: Math:

Science: Physical Science Science: Physical Science

P.E/Health.: *Physical Education P.E/Health.: *Physical Education

 Required: Speech (1st or 2nd semester) Elective:

Elective: Elective:

Elective: Elective:
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JUNIOR YEAR (11TH GRADE): 

Options - Math: Geometry, Algebra II, Pre-Calc, Data Analysis, Calculus 
Science: Chemistry, Biology II, Astronomy, Earth Science 
Electives: See Course Planner for Electives 

SENIOR YEAR (12TH GRADE): 

Options - Theology: Honors Theology will be offered 2nd Semester with a B+ 1st Semester grade 
English: World Literature/Advanced Composition, Contemporary Novels/Composition 
Science: Biology II, Chemistry, Chemistry II, Physics, Astronomy, Earth Science Electives: 
See Course Planner for Electives 

*Strength and Conditioning or Marching Band may substitute for Physical Education. Please see your School 
Counselor or Principal to further discuss this option. 

1st Semester 2nd Semester

Theology: Theology III Theology: Theology III

English: English 11 English: English 11

Math: Math:

Science: Science:

P.E/Health.: *Physical Education P.E/Health.: *Physical Education

Social Studies: U.S. History Social Studies: U.S. History

Elective: Elective:

Elective: Elective:

1st Semester 2nd Semester

Theology: Theology IV Theology:

English: English:

Math: Math:

Science: Science:

P.E/Health.: *Physical Education P.E/Health.: *Physical Education

Social Studies: American Government Social Studies: Economics

Elective: Elective:

Elective: Elective:
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IOWA BOARD OF REGENTS: REGENTS ADMISSIONS INDEX (RAI): 

Students from Iowa high schools planning to begin their studies in Fall 2009 or later 
must have a Regent Admission Index (RAI) score of at least 245 and take the minimum 
number of required high school courses to qualify for automatic admission to Iowa State 
University, the University of Northern Iowa and the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
at the University of Iowa. 

Students who achieve a score less than 245 will be considered for admission on an 
individual basis. The index combines four factors that strongly predict success at regent 
universities: ACT or SAT test score, high school rank, high school cumulative GPA and 
the number of completed high school core courses. 

Regent Admission Index Formula 

High school grade point average x 3 
+ 

ACT composite score x 3 
+ 

Number of core courses in high school in five academic areas x 5 
= 

RAI Score 

Students who are interested in applying to one or more of Iowa’s Regent Universities are 
encouraged to visit the websites of any of these three schools to use the RAI Calculator. 
This tool allows the student to insert his/her information into the formula and 
automatically calculates the RAI score. 

High School Course Requirements 
In addition to meeting the RAI requirements, students must complete the minimum number of high 
school courses specified below for the institution to which they’re applying. 

Source: http://www.regents.iowa.gov/RAI/info.html#factors 
Subje
ct 
Area

Iowa State University The University of Iowa University of Northern Iowa

English/ 
Language 
Arts

4 years - Emphasizing writing, 
speaking, and reading, as well as an 
understanding and appreciation of 
literature

4 years – Liberal Arts & 
Sciences or 
Business 
4 years – Engineering 
4 years - Nursing

4 years -, Including one year 
of composition; also may 
include one year of speech, 
communication, or journalism.

http://www.regents.iowa.gov/RAI/info.html#factors
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Math 3 years - Including one year each of 3 years -, Including two years of 3 years - Including the
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NATIONAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION (NCAA) INFORMATION: 

NCAA Eligibility Center/Athletic Requirements: Students who plan to participate in Division 
I or II college athletics and/or accept an athletic scholarship must register with and be certified 
by the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Center. Students should register with the NCAA Eligibility 
Center at www.ncaa.org following their junior year of high school. On the following pages, you 
will find the standards of coursework and test scores to be declared eligible by the NCAA. 

algebra, geometry, and advanced 
algebra.

algebra and one year of 
geometry, for admission to the 
College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences. 
4 years, Including two years 
of algebra, one year of 
geometry, and one year of 
higher mathematics 
(trigonometry, analysis, or 
calculus), for admission to the 
College of Engineering.

equivalent of algebra, geometry, 
and advanced algebra.

Natur
al 
Scien
ce

3 years - Including one year each 
from any two of the following: 
biology, chemistry, and physics.

3 years - Including one year each 
from any two of the following: 
biology, chemistry, and physics 
for admission to the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences. 
3 years - Including at least one 
year of chemistry and one year of 
physics, for admission to the 
College of Engineering.

3 years - Including courses in 
general sc ience, b iology, 
chemistry, earth science, or 
physics; laboratory experience 
highly recommended.

Socia
l 
Scien
ce

2. years for admission to the 
C o l l e g e s o f A g r i c u l t u r e , 
Bus ines s , Des ign , Human 
Sciences, and Engineering. 

3.years for admission to the 
College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences.

3 years, with U.S. history and 
world history recommended for 
admission to the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences.  2 
years with U.S. history and 
world history recommended, for 
admission to the College of 
Engineering.

3 years, including courses in 
anthropology, economics, 
geography, government, history, 
psychology, or sociology.

Foreign 
Langua
ge

2 years of a single foreign 
language for admission to the 
College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences and the College of 
Engineering. Foreign language 
courses are not required for 
admission to the Colleges of 
Agriculture, Business, Design, or 
Human Sciences.

2 years of a single 
foreign language.

Foreign language courses are 
not required for admission. 
However, 2 years of a foreign 
language in high school with a 
C- or above in the last term 
will meet the university 
graduation requirement.

Other 
Cours
es

Specific elective courses are 
not required for admission to 
Iowa State University.

Specific elective courses are 
not required for admission to 
The University of Iowa.

2 years of additional courses 
from the required subject areas, 
foreign languages, or fine arts.

http://www.ncaa.org/
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Eligibility Center procedures include very specific and detailed guidelines. It is very important 
that both athletes and parents understand these requirements. Planning for NCAA eligibility 
must start in the freshman year in order to insure that the required academic standards are met. 
It is the responsibility of the student to consult with their counselor/dean, athletic director, and 
coach if they intend to apply for NCAA eligibility. 

Please remember to list the NCAA Eligibility Center to receive ACT or SAT scores. This 
is done by listing 9999 as one of the colleges when registering for either the ACT or SAT. 

NCAA has strict regulations regarding online learning. See your counselor before 
enrolling in any course using the any online learning system. 

For more information go to www.ncaaclearinghouse.net or www.ncaa.org 

NCAA Academic-Eligibility Requirements 
(Source: http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net) 

Division I Academic Eligibility Requirements 

• Graduate from high school 
• Complete these 16 core courses: 4 

years of English 
3 years of math (Algebra 1 or higher) 2 
years of natural or physical science 
1 extra year of English, math, or natural or physical science 2 
years of social science 
4 years of extra core courses (from any category above or foreign language) 

• Earn a minimum required grade point average in your core courses 
• Earn an ACT score that matches your core course grade point average and test score sliding 
scale (for example, a 2.400 core course grade point average needs a 71 ACT) 

Division III college bound student athletes are not certified by the NCAA Eligibility Center 
because Division III colleges and universities each set their own admissions standards and there 
are no initial eligibility requirements in the division. College bound student athletes Division I 
Core GPA and Test Score Sliding Scale 
*The ACT score represents the sum of the English, Math, Reading and Science scores. 

Core GPA 
3.550 & above

ACT* 
37

3.525 38
3.500 39
3.475 40

http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/
http://www.ncaa.org/
http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/
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3.450 41

3.425 41
3.400 42
3.375 42
3.350 43
3.325 44
3.300 44
3.275 45
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3.250 46 2.200 79
3.225 46 2.175 80
3.200 47 2.150 80
3.175 47 2.125 81
3.150 48 (12) 2.100 82
3.125 49 2.075 83
3.100 49 2.050 84 (21)
3.075 50 2.025 85
3.050 50 2.000 86
3.025 51
3.000 52
2.975 52
2.950 53
2.925 53
2.900 54
2.875 55
2.850 56
2.825 56
2.800 57
2.775 58
2.750 59
2.725 59
2.700 60 (15)
2.675 61
2.650 62
2.625 63
2.600 64
2.575 65
2.550 66
2.525 67
2.500 68
2.475 69
2.450 70
2.425 70
2.400 71
2.375 72 (18)
2.350 73
2.325 74
2.300 75
2.275 76
2.250 77
2.225 78



! 92

!  

DON BOSCO 
CATHOLIC HIGH 

SCHOOL 
2018-2019 

Course Offerings 



! 93

English 

*Must choose one class to fulfill senior English requirement, may take other as an elective 
** This course will be a year-long course that takes place on days opposite of P.E. Therefore, the 
course will only be worth 1 credit for the year, ½ credit per semester. 

The English program at Don Bosco for each year emphasizes mastery of skills in four areas: 
1) Literature reading/comprehension, critical thinking/analysis, and 

Interpretation 
2) Composition and good writing practices, vocabulary, and grammar 
3) Listening and speaking 
4) Critical analysis of media 

Each course in the curriculum has its own particular focus. All required courses integrate the 
development of skills in these areas, including technology, methods, and activities appropriate to the 
concept being taught. All four years of the program must be taken in sequence. Students in their senior 
year must choose one of the senior courses and may also choose to take the other as an English elective. 
Speech is a requirement for graduation and may be taken any time during their sophomore through 
senior year. Two creative writing courses with different focuses may be taken as English electives. 

Course 
Title

9 10 11 12 Credit
s

Require
d

Electiv
e

English 9 X 2 Yes
English 10 X 2 Yes
English 11 X 2 Yes
World Literature/Advanced Composition* X 2 Yes* Yes
Contemporary Novels* X 2 Yes* Yes
Speech X 1 Yes
Creative Writing X X X X 1 Yes
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Don Bosco English Course Descriptions 

English 9 2 semesters (2 credits) 
Focus: Literary Types and Composition 
Composition focus is on grammar, vocabulary development, correct usage and mechanics, and       
sentence development. Students will develop the writing process through many types of writing   
including poetry, short stories, research papers, and critical analysis. Literary emphasis is on tolerance of 
others and compassion through various types of literature, as well as literary terms and concepts. Students 
will be introduced to Shakespeare through Romeo and Juliet. Other novels will be incorporated into the 
curriculum also to increase understanding of literary concepts and the world around them. 

English 10 2 semesters (2 credits) 
Focus: Literary Genre and Composition 
The focus of literature is on reading various literary types and extending literacy skills in 
comprehension, analysis, interpretation, and style. Composition emphasizes vocabulary development, 
paragraph development, and correct usage, including grammar. Students will compose a research paper, 
short story, poetry, and other genres of writing. 

English 11 2 semesters (2 credits) 
Focus: American Literature and Composition 
Major American authors and literary types are studied with an emphasis on diverse authors and cultures 
of American literature. The focus in composition is on the structure of the five-paragraph essay for 
critical writing for both literary and personal purposes. There is also a research component and an 
emphasis on building vocabulary and reading for college. 

World Literature and Advanced Composition 2 semesters (2 credits)  
Advanced Composition is an analysis of selected works of world literature and composition for the 
college-bound senior. Composition has a focus on the three-part structure of the essay and includes 
descriptive writing, personal writing, character sketch, comparison and contrast, persuasion, critical 
review, and the research paper. Several papers will be written.World Literature will look at several pieces 
spanning different time periods and countries. There will be writing assignments throughout the semester. 
Units include creation myths; Greek mythology; excerpts from Homer's The Iliad, Sir Thomas Malory's 
Le Morte D'Arthur, Dante's Inferno, Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales; William Shakespeare's Hamlet; 
Orwell's Animal Farm; poetry; and short stories. Advanced Composition is the first semester and World 
Literature is the second semester. The class includes an independent reading component. 

Contemporary Novels 2 semesters (2 credits) 
The literature focus is on analysis and interpretation of modern and contemporary authors and 
literary types. The composition focuses on writing as a process including personal and informative 
writing along with a research paper. Students will develop a sense of historical patterns and genres in 
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literature from 1910 to the present. 

Speech 1 semester (offered both semesters) (1 
credit) Must be taken by the end of senior year, offered to grades 10, 11, 12 
Provides students with the opportunity to expand their communication and listening skills through a variety 
of exercises designed to enhance concentration, speaking, interpretation, and presentation. Students will 
study both verbal and nonverbal language. Students will have the opportunity to perform a variety of 
speeches. The class will also teach students computer and camera skills to create and edit a television 
commercial. Emphasis will be on individual student progress and the enhancement of their communication 
skills and abilities. 

Creative Writing 1 semester (1 
credit) 
ELECTIVE offered to students 9-12 
This course will follow the writing process from start to finish: pre-writing, composing, evaluation, 
revising, editing, and publishing. Standard grammar, usage, and punctuation will be expected. Students will 
have the opportunity to explore their own writing interests and subjects in stories, poetry, drama, and other 
forms of writing. Journaling will be done daily. Students will explore a variety of writing concepts. 

. 
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Theology 

*Honors Theology is not required but highly suggested first semester only.Don Bosco 
Theology Course Descriptions  

Theology I 2 semesters (2 credits) 
Jesus Christ: God’s Revelation to the World - Michael Pennock 
Jesus Christ: God's Revelation to the World provides a map for freshmen students to navigate the 
salvific work of God—Father, Son, and Spirit—in forming a People, giving a Law, and preparing for 
the Messiah. Tracing the stages of Salvation History, this course introduces key figures, events, 
vocabulary, and doctrine. While this is a study of both the Old and New Testaments, it begins by 
centering on the nature of God and a person's natural instinct to search for God. 

Jesus Christ: His Mission and Ministry- Michael Pennock 
Jesus Christ: His Mission and Ministry deepens the study of Jesus, highlighting key events in his 
earthly ministry while unpacking his teachings about God the Father, the Trinity, Mary, and the Holy 
Spirit. Students learn that the goal of discipleship is a life of grace and holiness and a share of God's 
everlasting Kingdom. Jesus Christ: His Mission and Ministry encourages a course of action and calls 
on teens to "pick up their cross" and follow the Lord in this life and beyond. 

Theology II 2 semesters (2 credits) 
Jesus Christ: Source of Our Salvation - Michael Pennock 

Jesus Christ: Source of our Salvation offers three important explorations in this 
text: “1) methods for investigating and understanding all that God has done for us through his 
Son, Jesus Christ – the story of our Redemption that is accomplished through the Paschal 
Mystery; 2) suggestions for answering God’s call to each of us for an intimate relationship with 
him through our deepening practice of prayer; 3) ways to practice discipleship, including 
adherence to all that Christ taught, service to the poor and marginalized, and fulfilling the 
responsibility for the mission of evangelization.” 

The Church Our Story – Patricia Morrison Driedger 
The Church Our Story investigates issues of Catholic Tradition, mission and 
practice. Beginning with Church documents, this text initiates a search into the meaning and 
definition of Church. One vital area that is explored is a number of chapters that investigate the 
models of Church that helps define what Church is. These chapters are rich with terms and their 
definitions that help students to understand the “language” of Church used by Catholics today. 

Course Title 9 10 11 12 Credi
ts

Require
d

Elective

Theology I X 2 Yes
Theology II X 2 Yes
Theology III X 2 Yes
Theology IV X 2 Yes
Honors Theology X 1 Yes*
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Theology III 2 semesters (2 credits) 
Meeting Jesus in the Sacraments – Michael Amodei and Janie Gustafson, PhD. 
Meeting Jesus in the Sacraments explores the depth of sacraments and their grace as Jesus present to us 
today. The Paschal Mystery of Christ is critical in understanding the essence of the sacraments. Each 
sacrament is traceable to Jesus Christ who instituted each of them. In every sacrament, the saving 
actions of Christ are made present. Catholics are called through this sacramental life to live out our 
relationship with Jesus Christ together in a community that is grounded in them. 

Your Life in Christ - Michael Pennock 
Your Life in Christ presents a comprehensive survey of Catholic morality that involves the quest to be 
responsible, both as individuals and communities. Looking at how our life in Christ should be lived in 
conscience formation, making moral decisions, and acting out of love for God and respect for justice 
and truth, this text raises some of the most interesting issues of catechesis. Learning our way around 
living with honesty and integrity in God’s grace is truly an integral part of our faith growth into 
maturity. 

Theology IV 2 semesters (2 credits) 
Truth Be Told: Basics in Catholic Apologetics by Mark Hart and Joe 
Cady Published by LifeTeen. 
The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel, Published by Zondervan 
Humanae Vitae: The Enclyclical Letter of Paul VI, Published by Pauline 
Books & Media 
as well as other relevant materials 

Second Semester we use a variety of materials to examine current issues 
relevant to Catholic Social Teaching, including the textbook: 
Foundations of Catholic Social Teaching: Living as a Disciple of Christ 
- Ave Maria Press 

Honors Theology 2 semesters (2 credits) 
Offered to seniors who have achieved a B+ or better during the 1st semester of Theology IV AND 
Teacher Approval 
Basic Catholic Apologetics: This course is a seminar-style elective dealing with issues that make us 
“catholic” (universal), and that provide us with our Catholic identity. Topics to be covered may vary, 
but we will seek to include the following: continuity of Catholic teaching (from the early Church to the 
present day); an historical examination of Jesus in conjunction with the Trinity; the development of the 
Church as building and its relationship to worship; Mary; salvation and the afterlife (heaven, hell, 
purgatory); the sacraments (specifically Baptism, Reconciliation, Eucharist and Holy Orders); and 
Catholicism and Fundamentalism. Some of these issues you may have studied previously, but they will 
be covered in depth in this course. Each doctrinal topic will be approached in a way that will add depth 
and clarity to student understanding of that particular doctrine, as well as the ability to express that 
understanding. 
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Truth Be Told: Basics in Catholic Apologetics by Mark Hart and Joe 
Cady Published by LifeTeen. 
The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel, Published by Zondervan 
Humanae Vitae: The Enclyclical Letter of Paul VI, Published by Pauline Books 
& Media 
as well as other relevant materials 

Service Projects All Theology classes 

The expectation is for all Don Bosco students to be involved in various experiences of serving others 
during their time at Don Bosco Catholic High School. Service experiences provide steps toward further 
involvement in the work of Jesus Christ. Involvement in service experiences helps to clarify the real 
concerns Jesus had for justice, peace, and care for all as our brothers and sisters. To that end, students 
are offered a variety of service experiences primarily through theology  
classes and campus ministry efforts, but also in response to the call that comes from needs that we 
become aware of. 

In the past, students have been involved in sending boxes to students in areas of Nicaragua, a food 
drive for the Catholic Worker House and the Northeast Iowa Food Bank, help for a school damaged by 
storms in Zimbabwe, and a Do Something Trip to help a home for Native American children who can 
no longer live safely in their homes in Minnesota. In addition, trips to the Appalachians to work for 
people in need of help during spring break, and to Guatemala this summer to serve people in need. 
Students have also had individual service experiences, which they took to the student body for help. 
The search for ways to be involved in Jesus’ call to serve others is a central goal for the Don Bosco 
Catholic School community. 
. 
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Mathematics 

*Does not fill Math requirement, must be used as elective 
**PSEO Course with Hawkeye Community College must meet entrance requirements. May be used as 
elective credit or as mathematics requirement credit with administrative approval. 

Welcome to the Mathematics section of the course registration guide. The math courses that you choose 
throughout your career at DBHS are very important for your future plans and the opportunities that may 
arise for you. Many colleges and universities have changed their entrance requirements in math. Please 
review the college course recommendations and the Regents Admissions Index presented earlier in this 
book. Many colleges are requiring and highly recommending math further than or equivalent to Algebra 
II. 

Please keep this in mind if you plan on attending one of these universities. All students planning on 
going to college should take a minimum of Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II. 

Math Placement is based on: 
- Iowa Algebra Aptitude Test 
- Iowa Assessments scores 
- MS/HS math teacher recommendation  

**Do not be afraid to take a course because it is difficult. Our math department and teachers are here to 
help you learn! 
**Your high school education will only be as good as the amount of work you put in to it 

Progression Chart 
Remedial Curriculum: Pre-Algebra  Algebra I  Geometry 

General Curriculum: Algebra I Geometry Algebra II 

College Preparatory: Algebra I Geometry Algebra II Pre-Calculus Calculus 

Course Title 9 10 11 12 Credit
s

Prerequisite

General Math X 2
Pre-Algebra X X 2
Algebra I X X X X 2
Geometry X X X X 2 Yes
Algebra II X X X X 2 Yes
Pre-Calculus X X 2 Yes
Calculus X 2 Yes
Data Analysis* X X X X 1 Yes
Real World Math X X 2
Math for Liberal Arts ** X X 1 Yes
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Don Bosco Mathematics Course Descriptions 

General Math 2 semesters (2 credits) 
Teacher Approval or Recommendation Required 
This course is a review of basic math skills and concepts, with a specific focus on computation of 
whole numbers, fractions, and decimals. The course will also include a review of basic geometry 
skills. This course should be reserved for freshmen that need additional skill building before taking 
Pre-Algebra 

Pre-Algebra 2 semesters (2 credits) 

This course reviews basic principles of mathematics. The aim is to improve basic skills and 
methods of application, and to develop reasoning skills and computational skills to prepare 
students to succeed in Algebra I. Graphing calculators are required. 

Algebra I 2 semesters (2 credits) 

The course covers rational and real numbers, equations with one and two variables, inequalities, and 
polynomials. Logical reasoning and problem solving are emphasized. An introduction to relations and 
functions is included. Graphing calculators are required. 

Geometry 2 semesters (2 credits) 
Prerequisite: Algebra I 
This course covers the basics of classic geometry including the study of lines, angles, polygons, 
circles, and proofs. Other topics include three-dimensional geometry; area and volume coordinate 
geometry, and trigonometry. Algebra is integrated throughout the course. Graphing calculators 
required. 

Algebra II 2 semesters (2 credits) 
Prerequisite: Algebra I, Geometry 
This course is an extension of Algebra I. Further techniques for solving quadratic equations are 
studied. Factoring, problem solving, inequalities, and solving systems of equations are also studied. 
This course is recommended for all students considering post secondary 
education.  Graphing calculators are required. 

Pre-Calculus 2 semesters (2 credits) 
Prerequisite: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II 
In this course topics previously covered are expanded and studied as interrelated concepts. 
Sequences, series, and limits are studied, but the chief emphasis is on functions, trigonometry, 
and conic sections along with a brief introduction to calculus. Graphing calculators are 
required. 
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Calculus 2 semesters (2 credits) 
Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus 
Students explore the concept of limit, learn to find derivatives of functions, and use derivatives to solve 
problems. Integration is introduced. Graphing calculators are required. 

Real World Math        2 semesters (2credits) 
Prerequisite: Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2 
In this course topics previously covered are expanded and studied.  Some of the new areas covered are 
meteorology, astronomy, oceanography, baking, statistics in sports and other concepts at an Algebra 2 
and Pre-Calculus level.  Some topics touched on that haven’t been taught include uses for sine and 
cosine graphs, the unit circle, and uses for matrices.   

Class recommended for senior students not enrolled in pre-calculus or calculus that plan on pursuing 
post-secondary education. 

Graphing calculators are required. 

Science 

*Does not fill Science requirement, must be used as elective 
** Students are encouraged to take AP Chemistry. See counselor and instructor. 

Six credits of science are required in order to graduate from Don Bosco High School; however, for 
students who are planning on attending postsecondary education more exposure to science is highly 
recommended. If a student plans on attending a 4-year College or university, at least 6 credits are 
required, with at least 4 credits being in laboratory courses. 

Course Title 9 10 11 12 Credit
s

Prerequisite

Physical Science X 2
Biology I X 2 Yes
Biology II X X 2 Yes
Chemistry X X 2 Yes
Chemistry II ** X X 2 Yes
Physics X X 2 Yes
Earth Science X X X 2 Yes
Astronomy* X X X 1
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Don Bosco Science Course Descriptions 

Biology I 2 semesters (2 credits) 

This general biology course is a study of living things. Topics include life and energy, the scientific 
method, the cell, evolutionary theory, respiration, photosynthesis, reproduction from the chemical level 
through the plant and animal levels, plants and animals and their systems. 

Physical Science 2 semesters (2 credits) 

This course introduces the general principles of physics and chemistry. Topics include measurement, 
motion, and Newton’s laws of motion, momentum, energy, work, power, heat, electricity, magnetism, 
and chemical principles. Upon completion, students should be able to demonstrate an understanding 
of the physical environment and be able to apply the scientific principles to observations 
experienced. 

Biology II 2 semesters (2 credits) 
Prerequisite: Biology I 
This is a continuation of principles studied in Biology I that apply to the human body. Those principles 
include the following systems: skeletal, muscular, nervous, circulatory, digestive, excretory, 
reproductive, and the skin. There is special emphasis on the exploratory dissection of a mammalian 
heart, brain, and fetal pig. Recommended for anyone considering a career in a health profession. 

Chemistry I 2 semesters (2 credits) 
Open to grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Algebra I and Teacher’s Approval 
This is an introductory chemistry course intended for college bound students and especially for those 
interested in a medical profession. Topics covered include measurement and problem solving, matter 
and energy, writing chemical equations, the mole, atomic structure - how and why bonding occurs, the 
kinetic-molecular theory and other laws relating to solids, liquids and gases, if time allows students will 
also be introduced to solutions, reaction rates and chemical equilibrium, acids, bases, and salts. 

Physics 2 semesters (2 credits) 
Open to grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Algebra II, Chemistry I (recommended) and Teacher’s Approval 
Physics is an introductory course in Newton’s mechanics. Topics include: kinematics in motion, 
vectors, Newton’s laws, friction, and work energy, impulse-momentum, for both transitional and 
rotational motions. 

Earth Science 2 semesters (2 credits) 
ELECTIVE open to grades 10-12 
Earth Science is the largest division of the study of Earth. It is concerned with Earth’s materials, 
changes of the surface and interior, and the forces that cause these changes. Changes are interpreted 
within the context of plate tectonics, the unifying scientific principle of all the physical Earth 
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sciences. Earth Science also examines the interaction between Earth’s weather and climate, the 
changes of organisms through time (paleontology) as interpreted by organic evolution. 

Astronomy  1 semester (1 credit) 
ELECTIVE offered to students 9-12 
Astronomy is the study of the universe and our place in it. We consider our planet and its' moon, our 
closest star the Sun, and our neighbors in the Solar System, the planets. We categorize and classify stars 
and galaxies and try to discover how the great astronomers that came before us figured all this "stuff" 
out! Most importantly, students of astronomy will hopefully gain an appreciation for that part of their 
universe that is part of "the universe.” 

Computer Science       1 semester (1credit) 

It is increasing important to be familiar with computers in order to succeed 
in today’s world, but the future is not only in using computers, but knowing how to 
control their operation. Computers have changed our world, and we want 
students to learn how to control computers—not have computers control them. 
Computer Science course are strongly recommended for students headed 
towards mathematics, science, engineering or computer science in post- 
secondary education, but they will be beneficial to almost everyone. Computer 
Science courses will also offer much more than the opportunity to learn a new 
language. 
(10,11,12) Information Technology 
Credit 1 
Meets for 1 semester 
Prerequisite: Algebra I (Teacher signature required) 
This course will expose students to various aspects of computer technology. 
From supporting and trouble shooting Mac Airs, iPads, updating Mac Airs, 
publishing a website that supports the tech users at Bosco Catholic, teaching 
others how to use technology (students, grandparents, community members), 
maintaining video board with Digital Signage, digital citizenship, to designing 
apps and basic programing. A Student choosing this course should be curious 
about how computers work, have patience to troubleshooting in challenging 
situations, possess a strong work ethic, and have good interpersonal  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Social Studies 

* Course with Hawkeye Community College must meet entrance requirements.. 

Don Bosco Social Studies Course Descriptions 

World History 2 semesters (2 credits) 
Requirement of all 9th grade students 
This course traces human development down through the centuries so that the student realizes the 
accomplishments and relationships of various peoples and civilizations. Knowledge of these past 
events helps us deal intelligently with the events and problems of the present and the future. 

US History 2 semesters (2 credits) 
Requirement of all 11th grade students 
This is a survey of the social, political, and religious events that have shaped the history of the 
United States. Students will get an understanding of the multi-cultures that have affected U.S. 
history and see how minorities and women have helped shape our history. 

World Geography 1 semester (1 credit) 
ELECTIVE open to grades 10-12 
This course studies the proper balance of the factors of economic, political, and regional geography in 
order to help the student understand why people engage in certain activities to earn a living or support 
life in the various regions of the world. The first semester will deal with the 

Course Title 9 10 11 12 Credit
s

Electiv
e

Prerequisite

World History X 2
U.S. History X 2 Yes
World Geography X X X 1 Yes
World Religions X X X 1 Yes
Current Events X X X 1 Yes
Modern American History X X 1 Yes
Economics X X 1 Yes
Sociology X X 1 Yes
Psychology X X 1 Yes
American Government X 1 Yes
Social Problems* X X 1 Yes Yes
Western Civilization II* X X 1 Yes Yes
Marriage and Family* X X 1 Yes Yes
Death and Dying* X X 1 Yes Yes
Intro to Social Work* X X 1 Yes Yes
Minority Group Relations* X X 1 Yes Yes
Diversity In America* X X 1 Yes Yes
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western hemisphere. The second semester will deal with the Eastern Hemisphere. Students will learn 
the five themes of geography that they will use when learning about different countries in the world. 

Current Events 1 semester (1 credit) 
ELECTIVE Open to grades 11-12; 10th with Teacher’s Approval 
The objective of this class is to give students a deeper understanding of what is going on in the world. 
This will make students critical thinkers and give them a chance to take risks and develop their 
analytical and evaluative skills. Students will research appropriate current events and will present 
findings to the class giving room for civil debate. 

Economics 1 semester (1 credit) 
ELECTIVE open to grades 11-12 
This course studies the ways people use limited resources to supply their unlimited wants and needs. 
Both macro and micro economic principles are explored. 

Sociology 1 semester (1 credit) 
ELECTIVE open to grades 11-12 
Scientific approach to analysis and understanding of culture, human groups and institutions, 
personality, self, and social control. 

Psychology 1 semester (1 credit) 
ELECTIVE open to grades 11-12 
An introduction to the study of behavior. This course is a general survey of basic concepts, theories, 
and principles in the field of psychology as understood today. Students will be exposed to such topics 
as perception, motivation, learning, sleep and dream patterns, memory and thought, life-span 
development, personality, abnormal behavior and therapy. Students who take this course will better 
understand and accept themselves and others. 
(Class size is limited. Seniors registered first) 

American Government 1 semester (1 credit) 
Requirement of all 12th grade students 
This is a study designed to give the student a basic working knowledge and under-standing of the 
American system of government. Students will also learn what it takes to become a citizen who is 
knowledgeable in government and knows the importance of their vote. 
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Foreign Language 

Note to be mentioned regarding foreign languages: Any student that is college bound needs to begin 
their research on college requirements as early as freshmen year. Many colleges and universities are 
requiring 2 years of foreign language to graduate from the college and some are even requiring it as 
an admission to their university. 

Locally, the University of Iowa has the highest expectations. It would be wise to check the graduation 
and admissions requirements as you may meet the college’s graduation requirement by taking 4 years 
of foreign language and receiving a C or better in high school. 

Don Bosco Foreign Language Course Descriptions 

Spanish I 2 semesters (2 credits) 
ELECTIVE Open to 9-11 
The successful student will develop a novice-low to intermediate-low proficiency in the language by 
engaging in a variety of communicative activities that focus on developing reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening skills in Spanish. In addition, the student will develop cultural awareness and become 
prepared to encounter real life situations outside of the classroom though discussions of cultural 
customs and behavior. 

Spanish II 2 semesters (2 credits) 
ELECTIVE Open to 10-12 
Prerequisite: One year of Spanish with a C or above OR Teacher’s Approval 
The successful student will develop a novice-mid to intermediate-mid proficiency in the language by 
engaging in a variety of communicative activities that focus on developing reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening skills in Spanish. In addition, the student will develop cultural awareness and become 
prepared to encounter real life situations outside of the classroom though discussions of cultural 
customs and behavior. Students will be able to write and speak about the present, as well as past using 
both preterit and imperfect tenses. 

Course Title 9 10 11 12 Credit
s

Elective Prerequisite

Spanish I X X X 2 Yes
Spanish II X X X 2 Yes Yes
Spanish III X X 2 Yes Yes
Spanish IV X 2 Yes Yes
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Spanish III 2 semesters (2 credits) 
ELECTIVE Open to 11-12 Prerequisite: Two years of Spanish with a C or above.  
The successful student will develop a novice-high to intermediate-high proficiency in the language by 
engaging in a variety of communicative activities that focus on developing reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening skills in Spanish. In addition, the student will develop cultural awareness and become 
prepared to encounter real life situations outside of the classroom though discussions of cultural 
customs and behavior. Students will be able to write and speak about the present, past, and future, as 
well as use the subjunctive and imperative moods to communicate. 

Spanish IV 2 semesters (2 credits) 
ELECTIVE Open to 12 
Prerequisite: Three years of Spanish with a C or above OR Teacher’s Approval 
The successful student will develop a novice-high to advanced-low proficiency in the language by 
engaging in a variety of communicative activities that focus on developing reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening skills in Spanish. In addition, the student will develop cultural awareness and become 
prepared to encounter real life situations outside of the classroom though discussions of cultural 
customs and behavior. Students will build on previous grammatical knowledge of the present, past, and 
future tenses, as well as subjunctive and imperative moods. They will also be able to speak and write 
using the conditional, present perfect, past perfect, future perfect, and imperfect subjunctive. Novels 
will be read and analyzed in Spanish. 
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Business Education and Technology 

*Please see course description 
**Graduation requirement for Class of 2016 and beyond 

Don Bosco Business Education and Technology Course Descriptions 

Intro to Business 1 semester (1 credit) 
ELECTIVE Open to 9-12 
For students considering further study in business in college or students unsure of their future plans. 
This course explains the role of business in our present-day economic system and looks at the role of 
consumers in our free enterprise system. This course deals with more than “business” we also will 
participate in career research, investments, and consumer behaviors. 

Students will: 
1. Understand the role of business in our society 
2. Gain knowledge into effective management strategies 
3. General business knowledge 
4. Know rights and responsibilities of consumers 

Personal Finance 1 semester (1 credit) 
ELECTIVE Open to 9-12 
This course is a necessity today with financial standards tightening and college becoming more and 
more expensive. We will explore different ways to save money, pay for college, prepare for life after 
school (college or high school), credit management, among other areas of personal finance. This course 
will be aligned with the State of Iowa’s 21st Century Skills program. 

Students will: 
1. Understand the pro’s and con’s of credit 
2. Explore ways to pay for college 

Course Title 9 10 11 12 Credit
s

Elective Prerequisite

Intro to Business X X X X 1 Yes
Personal Finance X X X X 1 Yes
Accounting I X X X X 1 Yes
Accounting II X X X X 1 Yes Yes
Accounting III X X X 1 Yes Yes
Business Law X X 1 Yes Yes
Keyboarding I X X X X 1 Yes
Keyboarding II/Web Development X X X X 1 Yes Yes
Advanced Standing/Articulation 
Agreement*
Digital Design 
Technologies And 

X X X X 1 Yes

21st Century Skills** X X X X 1
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3. Know the difference between financial institutions 
4. See the effect of interest rates over time 
5. Become better consumers 

Accounting I 1 semester (1 credit) 
ELECTIVE Open to 9-12  
For students considering careers in business, this course provides background for a variety of career 
objectives. All Business Colleges will require at least Managerial and Financial Accounting to graduate. 
Accounting is referred to as the language of business, but all people use knowledge of accounting in 
personal finance activities. Understanding the accounting cycle is the basis of a first-year accounting 
course. 

Students will: 
1. Know the importance of retaining personal records. 
2. Record transactions for small- and medium-sized businesses 
3. Write checks, keep a check register, and reconcile bank statements 
4. Understand common accounting principles and terminology 
5. Keep records for a service business set up as a sole proprietorship 

Accounting II 1 semester (1 credit) 
ELECTIVE Open to 9-12 
Prerequisite: Accounting I 
Accounting II is a continuation of Accounting I. The emphasis changes to accounting for a 
merchandising business instead of a service business. In this class we will begin working with payroll 
and tax accounting. For students pursuing a business career this class is highly recommended in 
preparation for college accounting courses that will be required. 

Students will: 
1. Figure payroll and payroll deductions 
2. Use different methods to figure and record depreciation 
3. Handle end-of-period financial reporting for businesses 
4. Use multiple methods to determine the value of inventory 
5. Keep records for a merchandising business set-up as a partnership 

Accounting III 1 semester (1 credit) 
ELECTIVE Open to 10-12 
Prerequisite: Accounting II 
Accounting III is advanced course designed for students who want to major in accounting or pursue a 
career in the business world, and/or for students who would like to use accounting for their own 
business or family business after high school. 

Students will: 
1. Create and format a resume and cover letter 
2. Record transactions and complete financial statements 
3. Practice procedures for figuring and recording payroll, including employee 

benefits: vacation, personal leave, and sick leave. 
4. Use various methods for figuring depreciation and recording disposal of 

assets 
5. Learn various methods of valuing inventory 
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Business Law 1 semester (1 credit) 
ELECTIVE Open to 11-12 OR 10th grade with Teacher’s Approval 
Prerequisite: Intro to Business 
Business law is that part of our legal code with which most people have the greatest amount of contact.   
Business law touches on so many facets of our varied roles as citizens, workers, and  
consumers. Understanding it is an essential life skill. This course will make students more conscious of 
their need to respect the law in return for protection of their lives and property. 

Students will: 
1. Understand how the law affects them on a day to day basis 
2. Know the history of our law code 
3. See how the law has evolved over time and with the changes in technology 
4. Know their rights and responsibilities in society 
5. Recognize different types of law and understand why the law is enforced the way 

it is 
6. Understand how juveniles are affected by laws 

Keyboarding I (opposite of PE) 1 semester (.5 credit) 
ELECTIVE Open to 9-12 
Computer Skills is designed to teach the most common uses of computers and develop: proper touch 
typing techniques to build speed and accuracy, format business and personal documents, and teach the 
use of Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint. This class is highly recommended to all students at 
Don Bosco. 

Students will: 
1. Gain computer use skills 
2. Type with the touch method 
3. Master Microsoft Office Products (Word, Excel, PowerPoint) 
4. Understand the Internet and how to be a good Internet citizen 
5. Become an effective communicator through different modes of technology 

Computer Science Discoveries (9th-10th no prerequisite)  

Computer Science Discoveries (CS Discoveries) is an introductory computer science course that 
empowers students to create authentic artifacts and engage with computer science as a medium for 
creativity, communication, problem-solving, and fun.  For more information visit www.code.org. 

Computer Science Principals (10th-12th Pre Algebra prerequisite) 

Computer Science Principles introduces students to the foundational concepts of computer science and 
challenges them to explore how computing and technology can impact the world. More than a traditional 

http://www.code.org
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introduction to programming, it is a rigorous, engaging, and approachable course that explores many of 
the foundational ideas of computing so all students understand how these concepts are transforming the 
world we live in.  For more information visit www.code.org. 

21st Century Skills (opposite of PE) 1 semester (.5 credit) 

REQUIREMENT for classes 2016 and beyond open to 9-12 
Productivity: What kinds of skills and tools will help me be more productive? 

• Organization: How do I manage all this stuff that I am sent, create, or search out? 
• Research: How do I find information and once I find it how do I know if it is any good? 
• Social: How do I interact safely and appropriately with my co-workers and community? 
• Presentation: How do I present what I have learned in an effective & interesting way that will 
teach others? 
• Tools: What tools (software/hardware) will I need to do my job? What are some of the 
opportunities associated with Free and Open Source Software? 
• Ethics: How do I live my life so I am true to sound ethical values? How do I live so I am 
respectful to the health and welfare of myself and the living things, and places around me? 
• Personal Finance 
• Computer skills to include keyboarding, Office and other pertinent programs 

http://www.code.org
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Art 

*Each level of Art can be taken for 1 or a total of 2 semesters. 1 credit per semester. 

The Art program at Don Bosco is presented through two and three-dimensional areas of art with 
exploration in a variety of art mediums. Emphasis is placed on Principles of Design and Elements of 
Art. Cultural themes of faith, other cultures and school spirit are integrated whenever relevant. Units in 
drawing, painting, printmaking and design are covered along with three-dimensional areas involving 
sculpture, ceramics and mixed media. Art mediums vary accordingly. All courses require a $20 lab 
fee. Art 1 requires a Sketchbook. Digital cameras are helpful. 

Each course in the curriculum has its own particular focus. Art 1 is introduction to the fundamentals of 
art and gives a broad introduction to various areas of art. It is required to take more High School art. 
Each level of art advances students in skills and various artistic abilities and helps to develop 
individual expression and styles in art expression. Students find themselves creative in many different 
areas of art and learn to express themselves and develop creative thinking and problem solving. Art is 
proven to raise achievement scores in other educational areas and is valuable throughout life. A 
misconception is that we are not creative; but we are made in our Creator God’s image and it must be 
developed. 

Don Bosco Art Course Descriptions 

Art I 1 semester (1 credit) 
ELECTIVE Open to 9-12 
A beginning art class; Introduction to the Elements of Art, Principles of Design and a variety of two 
and three dimensional areas of art production. Creativity and visual awareness are emphasized in 
areas of drawing, designing, painting, sculpting and clay construction. Each semester will involve 
different projects and areas of art to explore! Fun Introduction! May be taken for two semesters. 
Sketchbook required and digital camera helpful. 

Course Title 9 10 11 12 Credit Pre-req. Elective
Art I* X X X X 1 Yes
Art II* X X X 1 Yes Yes
Art III* X X 1 Yes Yes
Advanced Art (1st. sem.) X 1 Yes Yes
Ceramics/Sculpture (2nd. sem.) X X 1 Yes Yes
Independent Study in Art Teacher 
approval only

X 1 Yes Yes
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Art II 1 semester (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Art I 
ELECTIVE Open to 10-12 
Second year of art will offer opportunity to develop skill in the different areas of art production. 
Techniques in various drawing, painting and sculpting will be developed and introduced through two 
and three dimensional art medium. Hand building clay techniques will be introduced. May be taken 
two semesters for a total of a full year. 

Art III 1 semester (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Art II  
ELECTIVE Open to 11-12 
The third year of art will look at art by learning about the history and styles of art. Each student will 
continue to develop skills and art techniques by delving into projects that express a variety of art styles. 

A personal style evolves as you discover what type of art you gravitate to and you discover your own 
particular success in two or three-dimensional areas of art. The pottery wheel is introduced. Field Trips 
or visiting artists are utilized when possible. May be taken one or two semesters. 

Advanced Art 1 semester (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Art III 
ELECTIVE Open to 12 
Advanced art is available 1st. semester for any senior student who would like to work on their 
personal style or continue pursuing specific areas of art expression. If a student is interested in 
developing their talents, competing in art competitions or creating a portfolio for art scholarships, 
this is the class for you. Art projects that demonstrate skill and advanced abilities will entail the 
scope of this art class. 

Independent Study in Art 1 semester (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Advanced Art AND Teacher’s Approval 
ELECTIVE Open to 12 
For students who are going into Art Programs or related fields in College. This semester is for the 
serious Art Student who is creating a portfolio for scholarship application or college entrance. 
Student selected areas of Art may be pursued and creating pieces for Art Competitions are encouraged. 
Student must be self directed, dependable, have creative ideas and initiative. High Grades in Art a 
must! Projects are selected and self evaluated, but monitored by the art teacher. Future Artists Only! 
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Family and Consumer Science 

Valuable life skills can be learned for both male and female students in our Family and Consumer 
Science courses. All of these courses are activity courses with plenty of “hands on” learning 
experience. All of the skills learned through these classes will be incredibly valuable in your real- life 
everyday experiences.. 

The emphasis in the Family and Consumer Sciences curriculum is to teach the student the necessary 
skills to live independently and become caring and informed consumer, parents and community 
citizens. These skills are nurtured within our Catholic environment in order to challenge a student 
academically, develop their individual Faith, and to grow in their family and community relationships. 
A large part of the learning comes from doing and participating in labs and community activities. 

Don Bosco Family and Consumer Science Course Descriptions 

Foods 1 semester (1 credit) 
ELECTIVE Open to 9-12, A $20 Lab Fee is Required 
This course emphasizes the development of practical, basic food preparation skills while also 
increasing the students' knowledge of how food affects the body. Food preparation in the lab will let the 
students demonstrate their knowledge of each food preparation unit covered. 

Advanced Foods 1 semester (1 credit) 
ELECTIVE Open to 9-12, A $20 Lab Fee is Required 
Prerequisite: Foods 
This course will build on the knowledge and skills learned in Beginning Foods. Students will 
demonstrate labs and written work, knowledge of nutritional value and food preparation. Special 
emphasis will be put on meal planning, preparing and serving. 

Creative Sewing 1 semester (1 credit) 
ELECTIVE Open to 9-12 
This course is designed to present basic sewing techniques and apply these skills and knowledge in 

Course Title 9 10 11 12 Credit
s

Elective Prerequisite

Foods X X X 1 Yes
Advanced Foods X X X X 1 Yes Yes
Creative Sewing X X X X 1 Yes
Advanced Creative Sewing X X X X 1 Yes Yes
Child Development X X X 1 Yes
Interior Design X X 1 Yes
Independent Living X X 1 Yes
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many different ways. Projects will be made using the sewing machine, serger, and embroidery 
machine. 
Advanced Creative Sewing 1 semester (1 credit) 
ELECTIVE Open to 9-12 
Prerequisite: Creative Sewing 
The course will build on basic skills learned in Creative Sewing and will be utilized in sewing the 
following sewing projects: 

1. Projects with more difficulty than previous sewing projects, utilizing a zipper, 
sleeves, buttonholes, etc. 

2. A simple quilting project. 
3. Two projects using the embroidery machine. 
4. A service project with materials provided in the classroom. 

Child Development 1 semester (1 credit) 
ELECTIVE Open to 10-12 
This course covers prenatal development through early childhood. Roles of parents and caregivers, 
basic needs of children, and developmental stages are emphasized. Participation in the Don Bosco 
Preschool is included in the second nine weeks. 

Independent Living 1 semester (1 credit) 
ELECTIVE Open to 11-12, A $20 Lab Fee is Required 
This course is designed for young people who want to learn to live independently and make the most 
of their resources. Basic units covered: laundry, mending, simple sewing project, nutrition, food 
preparation, money management, insurance and housing. 
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Physical Education 

Students are required to be in Physical Education each year. For any PE exemptions, see 
counselor. As a graduation requirement students must complete seven semesters of physical 
education and one semester of Health. Requirements for all Physical Education courses grading 
is pass/no credit. Requirements for passing are: to have appropriate attire consisting of shorts 
or sweatpants, t-shirts or sweatshirts, tennis shoes and socks (students must change clothes for 
PE to receive credit); participate to the best of the student’s ability; show respect for self and 
others; follow the rules and directions during class; and demonstrate knowledge of course 
activities and lifetime wellness. All students are to participate. 

All PE courses encourage students to explore activities that can be incorporated as a part of a 
healthy working lifestyle. Corporations and businesses associate healthy lifestyles with productivity 
in the workplace. Exposure to any of the physical education class offerings should help students’ 
transition to active healthy adulthood. 

Don Bosco Physical Education Course Descriptions 

Physical Education 7 semesters (.5 credits) 
Requirement Open to 9-12 
Physical Education is a four-year course that deals with individual and team sports. The curriculum 
consists of a variety of indoor and outdoor activities, geared toward lifetime involvement so a 
healthy lifestyle can be achieved. The emphasis is on total individual participation as well as an 
understanding of rules and strategies for each activity. Included is a study of first aid and CPR 
training.  State requirement, no credit. 

Health 1 semester (1 credit) 
Requirement Open to 9-12 
This course is a study of mental, emotional, and physical well being. Topics include emotional 
development, mental health and mental illness, nutrition/weight control, tobacco, alcohol, and 
controlled substances. Units on stress management, fitness, recreation, and discussions on STDS and 
AIDS are also included. Students will know and understand Catholic values associated with health 
issues. 

Course Title 9 10 11 12 Credit
s

Elective Prerequisite

Physical Education X X X X .5
Health X X X X 1 REQUIR
Strength and Conditioning X X X X 1 Yes
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Strength and Conditioning 1 semester (1 credit) 
Elective Open to 9-12 Can 
be substituted for P.E.  

This course will include basic training techniques and identification of apparatus and major and 
secondary muscle groups. Students will gain an understanding of different training strategies/
techniques and be able to set up an individual program. Cardiovascular training, including aerobics, 
will also be covered in this course. Students will study, learn, and use spotting techniques and other 
safety procedures used in the weight room and/or in any other physical activities. (This course may be 
repeated for credit up to 3 semesters.) 

Music 

Note: Instrumental music instruction is available to all students who have a desire to play a band or 
orchestral instrument even if they have had no experience. They will be assigned to a skills sectional 
and eventually a large group ensemble. A sequence of skills needed to successfully play in the 
organization will be outlined and the student will work on these skills until they have developed 
enough technique to be able to successfully participate in the large group. 

Don Bosco Music Course Descriptions 

Band 2 semesters (2 credits) 
Elective Open to 9-12 
Band consists of several smaller performing groups that make-up the entire Instrumental Music 
Department. Some of these groups are: Concert Band, Marching Band, Jazz Band, Pep Band, and 
various small ensembles. All of these groups perform throughout the school year at various school 
concerts or school activities. Students should have some prior musical background, not only in music, 

Course Title 9 10 11 12 Credit
s

Elective Prerequisite

Band X X X X 2 Yes
Concert Choir X X X X 1 Yes
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but also on a musical instrument that may be performed in band. This requirement is not mandatory 
however. The desire to broaden ones background in the area of music and also the interest in being a 
member of an organization that represents the school in many fun and interesting ways are the two 
main requirements for being in band. Serious questions about band may be directed to the band 
director. 

Choir 2 semesters (1 credit) 
Elective Open to 9-12 
This group is the main choral body of the school. The concert chorus performs at two or three formal 
concerts per year. The group may also sing at Baccalaureate Services and at Commencement Exercises. 
The chorus also competes at the annual IHSMA large group festival, usually held in May. This group 
supports the music ministers that perform at all School Masses. 
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